
The dilemma of how to cope with colonial collections and return is an urgent topic in many European
countries. It raises a whole set of questions regarding ethics. What factors are at stake in the return of
colonial heritage? How do governments deal with the topic? What is the role of museology in working with
source communities? These and other questions are explored in two European examples. 

The case of Italy highlights the return process of the Axum Stele to Ethiopia and a project on working with
diaspora communities on the re-signification of objects. The case of the Netherlands where the government
initiates a long-standing project to return objects linked to their ex-colonies shows how to deal with such
large-scale restitutions. By studying the exchange between Surinam and the Dutch territory we will think
about institutional hierarchies and how to put the interests of the communities at the core of the decisions.
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